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A Network, Not a Club

| have mentioned before that a few
people from some of the groups that nje@

at McGowan House have asked for s
spiritual input, and are meeting on Tu

day’s forLectio DivinaBible on a regulay
basis. Members of other groups have| EX°
plicitly stated that, while they don’t pgr¢

ticipate in the church as the church, t
have a sense of belonging and spiri
connection through their activities at
James. We’re also working at keeping
touch, via e-mail, Facebook, etc. with

many, especially military, folks who cor Eh
to St. James for a while and then move| &
And all this pertains to the emerging idé¥

of a “St. James without walls,” the Chu
as a network, rather than a club.

In many ways this runs contrary|
some trends in modern culture. As

world gets more and more connected,|tfe

sense of identification of particular grou

ethnic groups, political groups, religiot

groups, seems to be getting tighter
tighter, and more and more defined.

have litmus tests for elections, and c
ideas of who is “with us” and who
“against us.” And all this makes se
when you realized the
brought on by world-wide communic

identity cris i

(ecclesiameans “called out”), but seems {o
be increasing in this time when we’re npt
sure just where we belong.

But as Christians we dortxelong
ithe Church. Ware the Church. We
bpglongto God. We serve the world, an
Lot just one another, and seeing
Church as a network, rather than a clib,

nphasizes that theme. The network ign't

e
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qyrobably away from each other. We
not most the Church when we meet
ipbinday morning, but when we go out fr
there and spend the rest of our time in ac-
e ministry, whether we call it that or
t. The network idea just applies a mqd-
&[N, technological concept to this proceps,
seeing many ways to connect and suppgort
one another instead of just one.
to This also means that we include
the network many who might not
cmembers” when the Church is viewed fas
"club. It's become increasingly difficu
biggdraw the membership line in the Epis
/pal Church. We tried once to gather b3p-
j and confirmation information o
i{nose who attend, and received about eight
nLesponses. It's probably even less than
that if you count only those who have offfi
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cially “transferred” their “membership’

a_
{(which used to be the standard). Witha

tions and a global economy. This exd
sivity and branding mentality is behi
fundamentalist movements in Islam, J

ism, Hinduism, and Christianity as w ﬁ

It's the call to the security of being part
an in-group, which has probably b

around since there's been a Chur

etwork you don’'t have to worry about
iose things. Sharing in the work of the
[pPirtt, rather than belonging becomes the
&sue, athough a sense of belonging comes
ong with it as wel. We are all part gf
ﬂ%} redemption and enlightenment that
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2010 Vestry |take place, for example, at the 4
Senior Warden—car meetings or the_Ju_nglan Dream grg
el or the Zen meditation hour, as well

Junior Warden— my volunteer chaplaincy at CHOMP
Tina Carpenter
Lynn Paduck

Ellie Clarkson

This is a new model for Church and
to paraphrase a phrase, God isn't fin

Rob Eaton . .
Linda Kingsley with us yet. | don’t know where this
John Ruiz road will lead, but it sure feels bettef

Heidi Sullivan than worrying about simply pumping
up membership rolls. | don’t quite

know how the model works finan-

\A

up;
as
Just in time for Valentine's Day Sunday, Februdlny 7
after the ten o'clock service there will be a bsigking

. for Linda Kingsley's new book: Bringing Up Sophighe

ighook is a sequel to last year's book, Signs of daygs
tells the story of a deaf boy and his friend wizinra
service puppy only to give it up to service sclaoal
later to a person with a disability. It teaches@ signs.
Library editions $15.95 and paperbacks $9.95 irelud
tax. Cash or checks are fine.

By Linda: Kingsley

Treasurer—Liz )
Williams cially. Clubs seem to support them-
Vestry Clerk— selves. People expect networks to

Diocesan Liaison
Contact — Beverly
Anderson

for free. But if we're doing what Goc
wants | think it will work out, and the
$1000 check | got in the mail a few

Without Walls seems to make that
point.

weeks ago for the work of Saint Janegespucci'which they have just read.

un
At their January meeting the women of the groupewer
thrilled at talking to the autholmgrid Lombardo,former
St. James’ parishioner, about her bodqrth to Kat

Their next book will béThough an Army Besiege Me”
by Maria Spillari, The story of her then husband ane

As | end my two years as Senior Warden, | want!

thank the Vestry members for the hard work and tinae
they have given. And | want to thank Jeff fortaé mil-
lions of things that he takes care of unseen to\Wen |
show up for church on Sunday mornings, | know
much each person contributes to what unfolds ewesk:
the alter, flowers, service, music, ushers, readmfee
hour, etc, etc. We all make it come together aachve al
an important part of our family. As the churchald$ in
its future, | encourage everyone to take on sp@ciécts
as they come available. It's inspiring to see hewlift up
each other with support and love.

Thanks for the Journey
Robin
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J DVD player needed - Our DVD player for
» 1 McGowan House is losing its quality. If
— "~ anyone would like to donate a working

DVD player, please let Robin or Jeff know.
Thank you! Robin

of her sons being kidnapped in Guatemala, themgivi
through that experience , making sense of it vikailep-
her faith.

The next meeting will be at Chris Schwanz house a
date and time to be decided.

Larry
how

Talking to Ingrid on speaker phone

By advised, we are now in the new year and thexe
still hungry people in the peninsula that needreip.

The committee has put out the call for everything
from SOUP to NUTS. They mean that literally soup&

February
Nick Hovick — 2
Joe Pagano —5
Brad Bernier — 6
Heidi Toy— 11

e allyou hearty men and bring a guesf.

Joanna Hollis — 16
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By: Robin Robinson

My partner David's Father, Spencer Bayles, passag &
December after a decisive stroke. His passingfuliasf
grace and we are all thankful about the way thurgs
folded. Spencer's service was held at the downtdaurs-
ton Episcopal Cathedral, a wonderful old churchhwit
many programs. David's two Episcopal minister rsus
presided. The cathedral holds lots of memorie®torid,
whose Mother was a very active church member dunar
life, and is in fact buried there. After the sees we got
down to working on Spencer's home, going througmoae
rabilia and photos, as well as sorting through dbgsaper-
work and files. After a few days of this, we takreak
and visited the Rothko Chapel near downtown. Wais a
recommended "must do" by the Evert's and | amasd gl
we found it.

The Chapel was built in 1971 on a commission frben t
Menil family. Abstract expressionist painter Mdakthko
worked with several architects to create a living a
space. Rothko's original paintings hang insidectiegpel
he visioned. Itis a sacred space with a medtajie lity
that has to be experienced. The chapelis inaaeg
neighborhood, surrounded by homes, and the building
discreet and mysterious. Once inside, the surprse
amazing to me, that such a space could be paneof t
"everyday life" in the neighborhood. | wonderedaivih
would be like to live across the street...

As an institution, The Rothko Chapel functions bapel, §
museum and a forum. It is a place where religionaad
architecture intermingle. 1t has become a pilgrienatpp
for thousands of visitors who are drawn by its intpiace
both as an artistic masterpiece and as an ecurhgaita
ering place for people of all religious beliefs.

The Interior of the Rothko Chapel

%

On January 24th a memorial service for Mei Li w

as

included in the regularly 10:00 pm worship servige.

Many of Mei Li's family and friends were in attenuze
with the regular St James’ people. A dear and dlased
of Mei Li's, Walter Mih read a tribute to Mei Li vidh
included some of her and her families history.

Her father Hollington, raised in a Christian fami
was sent ... “to the Anglo-Chinese college in Shang
which was a combined primary and secondary Chnis
school ” ... where he began learning the Englisi
guage. Her father led a most interesting and stdife as
a writer, publisher, and teacher and eventualy
“Teacher and Ambassador for Chiang Kai-shek’; t
President of the Republic of China.

Mei Li was born December of 1913 to Hollingtq
and Sally (Chao) Tong in Shanghai China. At theeti
her father worked for a newspaper in Shanghai &
here that Mei Li went to school, later studyingSiiang-
hai University and then attending Park UniversityMis-
souri, a Presbyterian College, where her fathetiroged
with his college education, then she attendedUihieer-
sity of Texas for her master’s degree.

In 1965 Mei Li began teaching Chinese at DLI. §
was a highly acclaimed instructor being proficienher
native language as well as English. She taughe thetil
her retirement.

A long standing member of St James’ she was ac
in years past and could be found most every Susday
ting in one of the forward pews and then at cotfieer
visiting her friends. She was a very polite ancetper-
son, always with a friendly smile. and active innyg
church functions and generous to all.

SHE WILL BE SORELY MISSED.
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THANKS TO ST. JAMES FROM
OUR CHRISTMAS FAMILIES

Rosemarie Axton of Mon-
terey County Mental Health
Children’s Division called to
thank St. James for its out-
standing support of the
Christmas Giving project.

The 6 families expressed to
her their heartfelt thanks for the generosity ave lshared
with them. They were especially appreciative ef djit
cards for groceries.

Thank you to everyone for your enthusiasm, youp,he
your shopping, and your contributions -- includagen-
erous $300 from the outreach committee. We may be
small parish --- but we have a very big heart!!

From: Phyllis Meurer
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Bill & Heidi Sullivan- Fr.
Jeff

Bil— Bev Anderson
Bev’'s Grandson Harry
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Monte Alban

Looking down on Monte Alban & Valley of
Oaxaca

Santa Domingo




