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It's quite easy to interpret th

seen by some as foreign and exploitati
so they resist with violence and we fig

/e,
Nt

back. The religious justification for sud
giolence involves the usurpation of reli

h

kinds of violent clashes the United Stati@ for political purposes. Just because e

and its allies have had since Septembe

2001, and really before that in Iran, Iri

and Israel as a kind of war of religion
tween Christianity (or Christianity ar
Judaism) and Islam. Almost all of o

enemies in the major and minor battles e : ] ”_I:"
nated by the reactionary values and institu-

these times have been Muslim. Much
not most, of their propaganda is couc
in religious terms.

| think, however, that a better w
to look at it, if we want to make such gé
eralizations, is to see it more as a wa
cultures rather than religions. The Uni

States is a part of a culture that develop?

in Western Europe, and has spread arg
the globe. It has basic values, institutig
and goals that over the past thousand
have spread around the globe. Wars H
been foughtwithin this culture to dete
mine its nature, such as the wars betw
Protestant and Catholic countries
Europe, the war between democracies
authoritarian monarchies in World War

or the cold and hot wars between capitdt- AS @ religion it has to do with whg

ism and communism. There have g
been wars fought with other cultures. 1
European conquest of the western he
sphere was such an extended war.
colonial expansions in Africa and Ag
brought European culture to those ared
well. The war with the Japanese in the
cific had strong cultural elements. T
globalized culture is a westernized cultu
It includes Christians and Jews, Hind
and Buddhist, atheists, agnostics,
many Moslems as well. But that culturg

ecause they were “heathen” didn't m
i’a Christian act.
d | would much rather live in
Jvorld dominated by the values and instit
igns of western culture than one do

.

qg

htgns of violent rouge branch of Salafi |
lam or the Aztec Empire. But thapmliti-
Lcal choice, not a religious opinion. One
,gje greatest gives our culture offers th
we will celebrate this @ of July is the
&gparation of the political and the re
jgus. That wall of separation was n
(gnarily intended to protect the state
rge society from the power of the churg
it to protect all religious faith from th
Kawer of the state.

. Christian faith can be a foundatig
d@p the meaning of our lives no matt

&Mgrlanet. It has to do with the ultima
gtructure of the universe and our place

|Egul Tillich called “ultimate concern,” thg
iy which we judge all else. The same
fue for Islam. The religions themselvs
e not at war. Both of these faiths hg

ward “Islam” is the same as the root f
p2alaam or Shalom). Certainly members
Heoth have found times when there wg
glements in their cultures and challenges
tkeir way of life that they found wortl
Hfighting about. But again that’s an issue

politics and not an issue of faith.
Continued Page 2
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Wwhat our culture, economics, race, century,

ijgeace as an ideal (the Arabic root of the

jyf:[ified slaughtering Native Americans
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culture and religion. When we do thaghe African Team Ministries thanks you for your gen

as God that is not God, and that is [th

OUTREACH
AFRICAN TEAM MINISTRIES

39 contributions to aid the Anglican Church int=fs
€a. This year we were able to send $256 fronstie of
the arts and crafts presented on the back tabkbédast

three weeks. Thanks to all who contributed
Rachel

News From Our Western Tangayika
Scholarship Students

This annual chore is scheduled for July 17—210:00 am
This is always kind of a fun day when we all gejdiier
and clean things up for St. James’ Day and for¢haain-
der of the year. Participation is asked by as nwdrke
parish as possible, that way the work goes faste:mse
can all take pride in our contribution of time aatént.
See you all then.
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It is time once more for us to celebrate St. Jandey,
mark your calendars for July 25th. 11 AM, after d@
o'clock service. Hamburgers, buns, condiments,
rinks will be provided. Look for a sign up sheettla¢
church back table for salads, deserts and what edser

l-r Anet Sprian; Noela Spriano; ] ' ':' '
Joachim Gelson; Kefa Somon eter Thadeo

Julie Fudge, the Diocesan Coordinator for The Sasbip
Project established with our Companion Partnerahip
The Diocese of Western Tangayika has sent us plbtod
the five students that St. James adopted. Outarship
money pays the full tuition for public school faneyear.
We have been told we will get copies of each oif tfee
port cards at the end of the year, but if | were ohthese
students I'd be hoping someone will forget thatnpise.
Nevertheless we are helping to give hope and adutu
these young men through education. The Outreaam C¢
mittee has voted to continue to support this ptdj@ough
At year too.

Rachel Mueller

you think to bring. There will be music provided the
St James’ Infirmary All Star Band, also laughted dnn
so make plans now to attend.

St James’ Day 2009

Harry Tregenza(red shirt)
(15) and Joe Pagano (9
met recently for a game
tennis. After the warm-u
and a couple of games
set ended in adraw. T
match was the idea
Grandma Bev.

Now that Wimbledon i
over perhaps they can ¢
to the next match.
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Notes from the 8:00 Service!
By Rachel Mueller

#3
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We will begin exploring the history and definitiai the
art work in an and around the church.

While those who regularly attend the 10:00 ser
often don’t know those who attend the 8:00am sereaicd
vice versa, we're still part of the same St. Jaffaasily.
The 8:00am coffee hour is always just outside itie door
of the church and anyone who wants to come ear
10:00 is always welcome to share a cup of coffeeca
and some delicious goodies.

Recently Rob Eaton, a vestry member, orgarn
members of the congregation to read the prayerthe
people from Rite . Every week now it is a differenem-
ber which is quite nice. The service is withoutsmuand

therefore shorter in length but Fr. Jeff preachns dam¢

sermon as at 10:00am; every once in awhile itstéuat
tend a different service. If you've got a busy &ay you
might want to come to the 8:00am sometime

#_ 9%()

Every fourth Sunday the 10 o’clock service is cedédd
with Rite Il followed by Eucharist prayer C and shal
more contemporary sound with music provided by $ihg
James’ All Star Infirmary Band and instead of thsual
prayers of the people, we have a lighting of treyer can
dles before the alter for those with special prayer

The band keeps growing, what started out as thuéers,
Dave Evert, Dave Murphy, and Nick Hovick, a flulayed
by Robin Robinson, with Phyllis Meurer on the pi
Now there is an additional guitar with Stephen Kimgore|
recently the Violin by Chris Sacra and last Sunday,
newest member, Jay Hilliard on the trumpet; yod halve
the privilege of hearing them on St. James’ day.

Coffee Hour:

Fr. Jeff is still asking for more sign up to do th& o’clock
coffee hour. He has arranged it so that a persaoaple
only have to do it every other month, however treme 3
few spots unspoken for, so if you haven’t sign apsidef
doing so it doesn’'t take much but it does help.

July

Linda Kingsley — 24
Ann Bevier — 27
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According to Ann Bevier this
perhaps one of the oldest s

y to items hanging in our church. It

S
ich
is

just inside the sanctuary on the

right had side as you face the al
When Ann first came to St Jam
it was placed behind the Alt
where the crucifix is now located,
The Christus Rex is similar to
Crucifix as it has a figure of Chri
but instead of being nailed to t
cross he is standing in front of
with his arms outstretched as in
greeting , here the figure is the risen Christ ik, his
eyes are looking forward and there are no nailyy tre
scars showing where they had been. He is depicteding
priestly robes as the Great High Priest, and amyas thé
|King of heaven. This stylized cross is from a vegyly
[Christian tradition of the living Christ and rewds us o
his glory in heaven and his return, one day, te.riilhe
Christus Rex is found frequently in Orthodox icoasd in
many denominations - both Catholic and protestant.
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A Trip to The White House!
By Rachel Mueller

As most of you are aware from reports in the media,
chelle Obama has launched an Initiative to enditgheb
was fortunate enough to get an invitation to theit&/
House to participate in the Launch on June 4, 201lfe
invitation did not come in an ecru engraved enve)dpe
way | thought all White House invitations come. tifa
a breezy e-mail arrived asking me if | wanted “pplg”

for an invitation. | thought “well, why not?” llfed out
the paperwork and e-mailed it back, not sure juacty
what | had done. But then three days later anahsaail
arrived saying “if you are receiving this e-maibwre
‘in". Book your flight.” So I did.

Friday morning | joined 699 other chefs, cateransl

food professionals in the Washington Marriott kmdim

for a breakfast and a panel discussion on the sssWi¢e
listened to Arne Duncan, Secretary of Educatiohusl
how serious the problem is. He then asked eacis od

adopt an elementary school and work with the schmq
change and improve the food programs. There
many speakers, mostly folks who are already worlkmn
the field and who have had some success.
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After two hours of the breakfast meeting, all T®Qis
walked the two blocks to the White House where twed
in line for an hour and a half going through seguriOnce
we cleared the three stations we were handed a pape
chef’s toque to wear for the photo op. It actualbs very
amusing to watch
700 folks all wear-
ing chefs’ jackets
and toques standin
in front of the White
House taking each
other’s pictures.
That seemed to be
the real reason eve
ryone came.
After the rush to
take the photos, we
all ambled down th
South Lawn to the official White House Garden. usin
say | was disappointed. The White House Gardan is
show garden. It is actually quite small comparcethe

0

-waited for Michelle Obama to appear and talk with Mve

bber the speeches. But we were there. And we ghexie

gardens I'm used to seeing in California and inNfe-
West. However it was beautiful. There were NOdgee
and even the green beans were lined up in peded, all
hanging perfectly vertical as if someone had jasljtisted’
them five minutes before. Again there was a rogbhioto-
graph the garden and each of us in it. | even ptukos off
some celebrities that | don’t know. Maybe somekiay
find out who they were!

At the appropriate moment we all were herded hgrcthe
South Lawn to chairs right outside the White Houbd |
mention it was in the 90’s with high humidity? \iere
dying in the heat! So we sat down in rows of chaind

waited and waited. Finally the First Lady and Assistant
White House Chef, Sam Kass appeared and presémted t
program. It was so hot | don’t think many peog@mem-

lenged to go home and adopt a school and workédogsh
the eating habits of the young. I'm glad | weAnd |
have a photo to prove it!

Mary Lou Thompson Retreat
Villa Maria Del Mar
2-1918 East Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz
September 14 & 15 2010

Retreat Theme:

“Understanding the journey and resources of our das we confront changes and challenges in our life

Retreat Leader: The Reverend Jerry Drino

Priest, spiritual director, teacher, inter-cultural consultant and trainer and currently Executive Director of Hope

with Sudan.

RESERVATIONS: Include the retreat program, three meals, and overight room at
Villa Maria Del Mar -- Costs: $110 for a Shared Rom / $120 Private Room/ Day only $40

Send your checkmade out to_Episcopal Church Womehby August 27, 201Qo:

Wanda Bryan, ECW
378 El Portal Way ¢
San Jose, CA 95123
Phone: (408) 226-5593 Email: wandadon@earthlinket

RESERVATIONS: MARY LOU THOMPSON RETREAT --- Please mail with check.

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Church

Room Preference:

Email:

Shared Room Private Room Day Only




